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The Elders of the Committee choose Jonas 
to be the person responsible for receiving 
and keeping all the memories of the past--a 
huge task for this exceptional boy.

Awards: Newbery Medal

Topics: Adventure, Runaway; Community 
Life, Cities; Family Life, Families; 
People, Friends; 
Sci-Fi/Fantasy/Imagination, Future

Main Characters
Asher    Jonas's best friend

Father and Mother    Jonas's parents

Fiona    Jonas's friend

Jonas    the twelve-year-old boy who 
becomes The Receiver of Memories

Lily    Jonas's sister

The Giver    the former Receiver, who 
transmits memories to Jonas

Vocabulary
distraught    very upset

expertise    special knowledge

fretful    irritable

Synopsis
Jonas, age twelve, lives in a futuristic 
society in which everything from climate to 
family units to occupations is strictly 
controlled. At age twelve, each child is 
assigned an occupation at a 
community-wide meeting.
 
Jonas receives the assignment of Receiver 

of Memory, an honoured position held by 
one person in the society. He begins 
training with the current Receiver (who 
becomes The Giver). The Giver transmits 
to Jonas the memories of human history. 
The Receiver is the only person in the 
society with memories; memories are 
considered burdensome and painful.
 
For the first time, Jonas experiences the 
exhilaration of sledding, the warmth of 
sunshine, and the feeling of real love in a 
family. He also, however, receives 
memories of pain -- the agony of a broken 
leg, the horrors of warfare. During these 
experiences, he perceives colour for the 
first time; citizens in his society see in black 
and white. 
 
Despite the intense suffering he 
experiences along with some of the 
memories, Jonas becomes convinced his 
society has given up too much--seeing in 
colour, strong feelings, free choice--to 
create their safe existence. 
 
As Receiver-in-training, Jonas may ask for 
anything. At the Giver's urging, he asks to 
see a "release". Jonas has believed that a 
person who is released happily goes 
Elsewhere. He observes his father killing 
the smaller of a pair of twins. He 
understands that this fate awaits anyone 
who is old, imperfect, or rebellious.
 
Jonas and the Giver make a plan. If Jonas 
runs away from the community, the 
memories he currently holds will return to 
the people. Although they will suffer, their 
feelings and, hopefully, wisdom will return. 
The Giver will help them deal with these 
feelings.
 
Jonas's family unit has been caring for a 
young boy named Gabriel, who has been 
slow to develop. Father announces that 
Gabriel is to be released the following 
morning. During the night, Jonas flees with 
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Gabriel. Gradually, the memories leave 
Jonas, presumably to return to the 
community. After experiencing great 
hunger and cold, Jonas and Gabe come 
upon the scene from one of the memories 
the Giver passed to Jonas; he rides a sled 
toward a house from which coloured lights 
twinkle, and which Jonas knows is filled 
with love.

Open-Ended Questions

Use these open-ended questions as the 
basis for class discussions, student 
presentations, or extended writing 
assignments.

Initial Understanding
What was The Giver's favourite memory? 
What did Jonas learn from this memory?

The Giver's favourite memory was of a 
family holiday celebration where a tree with 
twinkling lights was inside a room and 
people exchanged gifts. Jonas learnt about 
family love, warmth, happiness and 
grandparents.

Literary Analysis
The characters in The Giver frequently 
apologised to one another. What was the 
author trying to show the reader by these 
apologies?

People in Jonas's society tried not to offend 
others, perhaps because conflict causes 
pain, and emotions were to be avoided. 
The apologies often seemed to be 
insincere and merely a requirement in this 
controlled society.

Inferential Comprehension
What was the difference between the 
feelings Jonas felt after becoming The 
Receiver and the feelings others in the 
community discussed each evening in their 
family units?

The feelings Jonas had were much deeper. 
He felt grief instead of just sadness, 
injustice and cruelty instead of just 
impatience and exasperation. Jonas 
recognised that the deeper feelings he felt 
could not be calmly discussed at the 
evening meal.

Constructing Meaning
What would be the pros and cons of living 
in a society like Jonas's, where people 
have very little choice and do not 
experience strong feelings? Would you 
want to live in Jonas's society if you could?

Some of the pros are that it would be easy 
and pain-free; you wouldn't have to accept 
responsibility. The cons include little 
individuality, no freedom, shallow feelings, 
and no joy.

Teachable Skills

Recognizing Setting:  The setting of the 
story--a highly controlled society in which 
people have little freedom of choice--is 
central to the theme of The Giver. In 
Jonas's community, people are assigned 
occupations, spouses and children. The 
landscape and climate are controlled. 
Strong emotions are discouraged. From 
adolescence on, people begin taking a pill 
to eliminate sexual urges. They do not ask 
each other personal questions. Their 
memories have been taken away, and 
without memory, they cannot feel. 
Because they cannot feel, the old, weak 
and unwanted are euthanised with no 
remorse. Divide the class into teams and 
debate the merits of a controlled society 
versus a society that permits the exercise 
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of free will. Ask students to consider how 
the arts, interpersonal relationships, 
poverty, crime, war, government and 
ethics would fare in each type of society.

Understanding Literary Features:  One 
theme of The Giver is that memories are 
the source of strong feelings and that 
strong feelings are necessary for wisdom. 
Ask the class if they agree with this 
premise. Ask them to recall times that 
they experienced strong feelings, and how 
their memories of these feelings have 
affected them. For example, how might 
they be different if they had no 
recollection of love? Ask them to think 
about how society might be different if no 
one had memories of the past. Do they 
agree with the famous statement that 
those who do not recall the past are 
doomed to repeat it?

Comparing and Contrasting:  Ask the 
students to go the library and locate other 
books that take place in the future. Have 
them select one and, in an essay, 
compare and contrast both the society 
and the theme of their chosen book with 
the society and theme of The Giver. One 
possible choice is Gloria Skurzynski's 
Virtual War (5th grade reading level).

Making Predictions:  At the end of The 
Giver, the memories that have been 
carried by The Receiver have presumably 
returned to the community. Jonas and 
The Giver hope that, although painful, 
receiving memories will revive the 
feelings, and, ultimately, the wisdom that 
the society has lost. Have the students 
discuss the changes that could occur in 
Jonas's society as its collective memory 
returns, and the reasons for these 
changes.
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