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Winnie Foster meets the mysterious Tuck 
family. Having drunk from a magic spring 
that has given them eternal life, the Tuck 
family have a secret that suddenly, 
someone else knows and somebody else 
wants.

Awards: Phoenix Award (Honour Book)

Topics: Family Life, Families; Mysteries, 
Kidnappings; Mysteries, Secrets; 
Natural Environments, 
Countryside/Rural; Natural 
Environments, Forests/Jungles; 
Sci-Fi/Fantasy/Imagination, Magic

Main Characters
Mae and Angus Tuck    a married couple 

who drank water from a spring that has 
kept them from aging or dying

Miles and Jesse Tuck    the young adult 
sons of Mae and Angus, who also drank 
from the spring

the man in the yellow suit    a man who 
wanted to make money by selling the 
magical spring water

Winnie Foster    a ten-year-old girl who 
lives with her parents and grandmother in 
a well-kept and well-secured home on  the 
edge of a large wood

Vocabulary
accomplice    one who aids or abets a 

lawbreaker in a criminal act

petulance    rudeness in speech or 
behaviour

self-deprecation    the act of belittling or 
undervaluing oneself

Synopsis
Ten-year-old Winnie Foster enters her 
family's wood for the first time in her life to 
find a boy drinking water from a spring 
running through the wood. As the boy, 
Jesse Tuck, is trying to convince the girl not 
to drink the water, his mother and brother 
arrive. The Tucks decide to take the girl to 
their home in order to impress upon her the 
importance of not drinking the water or 
telling anyone else about it. 
 
Unknown to the Tucks, they are overheard 
and followed to the Tuck home by a man in 
a yellow suit. This man then steals their 
horse and returns to the Foster home to tell 
Winnie's parents that he knows where she 
is. The man agrees to tell the Fosters 
Winnie's whereabouts on the condition that 
they sell the wood to him. Desperate to 
have their daughter home safely, the family 
agrees. The man in the yellow suit then 
goes to the constable and offers to lead 
him to Winnie. 
 
Back at the Tuck home, Winnie finds she is 
being treated well and is even beginning to 
like the Tuck family. Hoping to persuade 
Winnie to keep the spring water a secret, 
Angus Tuck explains why living forever is 
not as great as it sounds. Winnie is 
convinced she must never tell the secret. 
Just before she falls asleep, Jesse asks 
Winnie to drink the water when she turns 
seventeen so that he and she may marry 
and live together forever. 
 
In the morning, the man in the yellow suit 
arrives and attempts to take Winnie with 
him. He plans to have Winnie drink some of 
the water to help him sell the water to 
others. Upset at the idea, Mae Tuck hits the 
man across the back of the head with a 
shotgun, just as the constable arrives to 
witness the blow. The constable takes Mae 
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into custody and returns Winnie to her 
home. 
 
Since the man in the yellow suit dies from 
his injury, Mae will likely face the gallows. 
Frightened at the possibility that the world 
will find out the Tucks' secret, Winnie 
volunteers to help Mae escape from jail. In 
the middle of the night, Winnie goes to the 
jail with the Tucks. After Miles pries off the 
cell window and Mae climbs out, Winnie 
climbs in the jail and takes her place in the 
bed. The switch is not discovered until 
morning, and the Tucks are long since 
gone. 
 
Since Winnie is a minor, she cannot be 
charged as an accomplice in the escape 
and is returned to the custody of her 
parents. There she finds her life has 
changed, seemingly for the better.

Open-Ended Questions

Use these open-ended questions as the 
basis for class discussions, student 
presentations, or extended writing 
assignments.

Initial Understanding
When Angus went to the cemetery and saw 
Winnie's plot, the author wrote, "He had 
wanted it to be there, but now that he saw 
it, he was overcome with sadness." Why?

He hoped Winnie hadn't chosen to live 
eternally because of the pain he felt living 
that way. He was relieved that she had 
chosen to live in the circle of life, however, 
he loved her and perhaps a tiny part of him 
wanted to see her again.

Literary Analysis
How did the whole experience with the 
Tucks change Winnie?

She became more independent. She 
thought about something other than herself. 
She became a romantic figure to other 
children.

Inferential Comprehension
How was Angus Tuck shown to be a 
sympathetic and kind person?

He wanted to keep the water a secret. He 
was thoroughly delighted when Winnie 
came to the house. He patiently explained 
to Winnie why their secret must be kept.

Constructing Meaning
Why did Winnie choose to help the Tucks 
get Mae out of jail?

She had grown to love the family, and she 
understood the importance of keeping their 
secret. She knew that by taking Mae's 
place the Tucks would have time to escape 
and keep their secret safe.

Teachable Skills

Understanding the Author's Craft:  
Angus Tuck had mixed feelings when he 
discovered Winnie's cemetery plot. Have 
students write an ending in which he finds 
Winnie alive, but an old woman. Write the 
ending from Angus Tuck's point of view. 
Include details and dialogue.

Comparing and Contrasting:  The Tucks 
had their motivation for wanting to keep 
the water a secret, and the man in the 
yellow suit had his motivation for wanting 
to get his hands on the water. Have the 
students compare the motivations and 
prepare a paper or debate the positions.

Recognizing Feelings:  Winnie found 
herself liking the Tucks almost from the 
beginning, and she found that she felt 
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safe with them. The way they talked to her 
made her feel important, and she liked 
that feeling. Have the students write about 
a time someone or something made them 
feel special or important.

Identifying Overall Message:  Winnie 
came to understand the drawbacks of 
drinking a water that would allow a person 
to live forever. Have the students 
brainstorm and list all the advantages and 
disadvantages of living forever.
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